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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the 

fact is that the Government does not 
negotiate prices, it sets prices. The sec-
ond thing is that we set in place in the 
Medicare bill plans to negotiate prices, 
and we know now from experience, and 
I did not know it when this amendment 
was offered before, that these plans are 
negotiating prices that are much lower 
for beneficiaries and the taxpayers 
than we even anticipated when we 
passed the bill 2 years ago. 

One thing that ought to be taken 
into consideration is the fact that 
there is no savings from this amend-
ment. I would like to quote from The 
Washington Post, February 17: Govern-
ments are notoriously bad for setting 
prices, and the U.S. Government is no-
toriously bad at setting prices in the 
medical realm. 

We need to defeat this amendment as 
we defeated it a few months ago. 

Ms. SNOWE. I ask unanimous con-
sent to add Senator KERRY and Senator 
DODD as cosponsors. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the 
amendment is not germane to the 
measure before the Senate so I raise a 
point of order under section 305 of the 
Budget Act. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I move to 
waive that. 

I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The question is on agreeing to the 

motion. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. CORZINE) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 48, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 302 Leg.] 

YEAS—51 

Akaka 
Bayh 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Brownback 
Byrd 
Cantwell 
Carper 
Chafee 
Clinton 
Coburn 
Collins 
Conrad 
Dayton 
DeWine 
Dodd 

Dorgan 
Durbin 
Feingold 
Feinstein 
Graham 
Harkin 
Inouye 
Jeffords 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Kerry 
Kohl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 

Lincoln 
McCain 
Mikulski 
Murray 
Nelson (FL) 
Obama 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Sarbanes 
Schumer 
Snowe 
Specter 
Stabenow 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Alexander 
Allard 
Allen 
Baucus 
Bennett 
Bond 

Bunning 
Burns 
Burr 
Chambliss 
Cochran 
Coleman 

Cornyn 
Craig 
Crapo 
DeMint 
Dole 
Domenici 

Ensign 
Enzi 
Frist 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hagel 
Hatch 
Hutchison 
Inhofe 
Isakson 

Kyl 
Lott 
Lugar 
Martinez 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Nelson (NE) 
Roberts 
Santorum 
Sessions 

Shelby 
Smith 
Stevens 
Sununu 
Talent 
Thomas 
Thune 
Vitter 
Voinovich 
Warner 

NOT VOTING—1 

Corzine 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the ayes are 51, the nays are 48. 
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, the motion is rejected. 
The point of order is sustained, and the 
amendment falls. 

Mr. GREGG. I move to reconsider the 
vote, and I move to lay that motion on 
the table. 

The motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. GREGG. I would now like to turn 
to the amendment of Senator CORNYN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2408 
Mr. CORNYN. I call up amendment 

No. 2408 and ask for its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

The Senator from Texas [Mr. CORNYN] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2408. 

Mr. CORNYN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that further reading of the amend-
ment be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To eliminate the converter box 

subsidy program) 
On page 94, strike line 7 through 12. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, in 1928, 
Herbert Hoover ran for President based 
on the slogan ‘‘a chicken in every pot 
and a car in every garage.’’ 

Under the provisions of this bill, the 
American taxpayer is being asked to 
subsidize television—digital television 
to be specific—to the tune of $3 billion. 

I congratulate the leadership and 
particularly Chairman GREGG for the 
good work he has done trying to save 
the beleaguered American taxpayer 
quite a bit of money and to reduce the 
Federal deficit. What we are being 
asked to do here, what the taxpayers 
are being asked to suffer is a transfer 
of money from their pocket basically 
to the living rooms of the television- 
watching public so we can transition 
from analog to digital TV. But to make 
things even more ironic, what this $3 
billion is supposed to do is to provide 
converters so they can take the digital 
signal and transition it back to the 
analog and reverse the action of this 
Congress. It makes no sense. We can do 
better than this. 

I urge my colleagues to support the 
amendment. 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask for 
a voice vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If all 
time is yielded back, the question is on 
agreeing to the amendment. 

The amendment (No. 2408) was re-
jected. 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I move to 
reconsider the vote, and I move to lay 
that motion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

Mr. GREGG. At this point, I believe 
the Senator from North Dakota has an 
amendment to offer. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2422 
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I call up 

amendment 2422. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report. 
The Journal clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from North Dakota [Mr. 

CONRAD], for himself and Mr. SALAZAR, pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2422. 

Mr. CONRAD. I ask unanimous con-
sent the reading of the amendment be 
dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To ensure Medicaid enrollees have 

access to small, independent pharmacies 
located in rural and frontier areas) 

On page 121, after line 25, add the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(5) RULES APPLICABLE TO CRITICAL ACCESS 
RETAIL PHARMACIES.— 

‘‘(A) REIMBURSEMENT LIMITS.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (2)(A), in the case of a 
critical access retail pharmacy (as defined in 
subparagraph (C)), the upper payment 
limit— 

‘‘(i) for the ingredient cost of a single 
source drug, is the lesser of— 

‘‘(I) 108 percent of the average manufac-
turer price for the drug; or 

‘‘(II) the wholesale acquisition cost for the 
drug; and 

‘‘(ii) for the ingredient cost of a multiple 
source drug, is the lesser of— 

‘‘(II) 140 percent of the weighted average 
manufacturer price for the drug; or 

‘‘(II) the wholesale acquisition cost for the 
drug. 

‘‘(B) APPLICATION OF OTHER PROVISIONS.— 
The preceding provisions of this subsection 
shall apply with respect to reimbursement to 
a critical access retail pharmacy in the same 
manner as such provisions apply to reim-
bursement to other retail pharmacies except 
that, in establishing the dispensing fee for a 
critical access pharmacy the Secretary, in 
addition to the factors required under para-
graph (4), shall include consideration of the 
costs associated with operating a critical ac-
cess retail pharmacy. 

‘‘(C) CRITICAL ACCESS RETAIL PHARMACY DE-
FINED.—For purposes of subparagraph (A), 
the term ‘critical access retail pharmacy’ 
means an retail pharmacy that is not within 
a 20-mile radius of another retail phar-
macy.’’. 

(2) INCREASE IN BASIC REBATE FOR SINGLE 
SOURCE DRUGS AND INNOVATOR MULTIPLE 
SOURCE DRUGS.—Section 1927(c)(1)(B)(i)(VI) 
(42 U.S.C. 1396r–8(c)(1)(B)(i)(VI), as added by 
section 6002(a)(3), is amended by striking 
‘‘17’’ and inserting ‘‘18.1’’. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, in the 
interest of time, very briefly, this is to 
help rural remote pharmacies with 
modestly enhanced reimbursement. I 
very much thank my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle who have agreed 
to support this amendment. I espe-
cially thank the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee for his support. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:27 Nov 04, 2005 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00041 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G03NO6.108 S03NOPT1


